
It is very often, that in the course of our life, we aspire a lot about reaching higher ground and to making new inroads. The intention is primarily that of attaining higher standards of living and welfare for our communities. 
But life experiences often reveal that our expectations are, many a time, too ambitious to be duly matched by will alone. This, notwithstanding that our limitations are very frequently dictated by the socio-cultural changes brought about by unprecedented events, by the lack of sufficient knowledge or capacity to help us reach an equitable resolve and nevertheless, and nonetheless due to the constraints of time. This is why, we repeatedly fall short from reaching our targets and goals. It is only human. But this should not deter our future visions for the welfare of mankind.
The driving element that through the ages, has led man to reaching the elevated standard of living that we currently enjoy, has been that same force that has pushed mankind up the seemingly hastened ladder of technological advancement and scientific evolution. 
But drive alone in itself, is simply not enough. For had it not been for the strenuous efforts afforded by our scientific community, the competition and race towards new breakthroughs;(which governments and private enterprises sought to seek and support to their advantage); and the concomitant inherent notion that is inextricably tied to the our human nature, that of leaving our world a better place and to securing the existence of our species; we would have apparently gained and achieved nothing. 
With global resources dwindling,  and cognisant of the fact that market-driven economies have not always managed to match sustainability with economic driven expansion; and considering that our plight for future welfare had been based on its entirety, on the exploitation and the chase for energy and sources of hydrocarbons we simply cannot deny it….that unless there is a call for a moves away towards a more policy driven framework, Renewable Energy Sources can never proliferate as much as we would like them to do.  It has been decades, since the search for alternative and renewable sources of energy had been re-vamped.  Ultimately, we need to take stock of the actions that we have so far afforded, so see how each and everyone of us has fared and discuss the outcome of lessons learnt from our personal experiences. 
Malta has a profoundly rich history indeed. Research into former anthropogenic activities, even dating back the centuries; I dare say that the ability of our forefathers to harnessing the natural elements and using it to the advantages of their communities was something really remarkable. Standing witness to all this we find a lot of evidence, from the use of the sun to produce salt from sea-water in rocky salt-pans, to the research in sail configuration to improve navigation of waters by the Maltese corsairs, the type of construction that in itself provided for cooling in summer and preservation of heat in winter; and nevertheless the proliferation of windmills, set a several strategic locations in many regions of the Maltese archipelago. 
For decades, the Maltese economy had relied on maritime activities, commerce and tourism. For years on end we have attracted millions of tourists luring them to our major inherent characteristics. We have been decades selling the sun and the sea, our mild winters. This notwithstanding that the Maltese Islands have one of the highest solar radiation indices in Europe. The installation of offshore wind power generators too offers a lot of promise. Yet when we come to taking stock of actions that so far the national authorities have afforded in no less than a 20 year span, we find nothing tangible. 
Considering that the Maltese economy relies in its entirety, on the importation of petroleum products for electricity generation, up to 50% of this being expended on the desalination of sea water to ensure a wholesome supply of potable water; it still remains a mystery in our minds, both as Members of Opposition and more so, as citizens; why the present government had refrained from making the necessary investments in renewable sources of energy, when one takes into consideration on one hand, the richness  as relates to the opportunities and potentials that prevail, and more so on the sordid fact that since the archipelago lacks other natural resources, the net contribution to our Gross Domestic Product (GDP) stems from the value-added contribution of our labour, part of which being the energy cost to produce a product or deliver a particular service.
In view of the real pressures being exerted by emerging economies and the imminent dangers and challenges that expanding globalisation brings with it, as well as the high costs encumbering our manufacturing and services industry following the staggered yet meaningful increases in the price of oil; the vulnerability of the Maltese economy is now in a critical phase, that is,  it is likely to succumb any time. It therefore remains a mystery and surely unexplainable, why the present government preferred to leave the economy so much exposed and unprotected to external market forces. 
The energy market in Malta had been a State monopoly for many years, with policies entrusted to a publicly owned Corporation, namely Enemalta Corporation. Between 1992 and 2000, the Malta Planning Authority was responsible to see that energy efficiency provisions are integrated in capital and other structural projects. A Structure Plan for Malta was developed in 1992 and this referred to some extent to RES policy. The planning system in Malta has similarities with that of the UK. The Planning Authorities gain primary powers through legislative acts supported by legal and government notices. To assist the Planning Authorities in successfully securing the implementation of the Structure Plan a series of more detailed plans covering particular areas or sectors of activities had been prepared, namely:
• Local Plans – prescribe for particular areas the development intentions in greater detail than the Structure Plan. Local Plans also anticipate that substantial development is likely to be initiated by the private sector. These are site specific plans.

• Action Plans – are similar in character to Local Plans but deal with smaller areas. These are appropriate where the public sector intends to positively intervene in the development process by, for example, developing or redeveloping land within the Action Plan area.

• Subject Plans – deal with specific issues relevant to the strategy as set out by the Strategic Plan and may relate to the whole of the territory as might be the case in respect of environmental protection, or to a particular activity such as quarrying.

• Planning Briefs – set out all the planning requirements, limitations, opportunities, and targets which must be met in preparing a plan for the area. They may also be used as an interim or preliminary document prior to the preparation of a Local Plan or alternatively as guidance to the developer.
• Development Briefs – are somewhat similar in nature to Planning Briefs but relate to single sites and should prescribe all matters affecting the form, content and design of the development. 
However, despite this comprehensive plan preparation and associated decision making process limited policy development has been undertaken with regard to renewable energy schemes and wind energy in particular.

Some attempts were made to try to induce an organizational change. An ad hoc authority, namely the Malta Resources Authority (MRA), was established by the present government way back in 2001. One of the Directorates within this entity is responsible for Energy Planning. However, this authority never really took off and besides some paper exercises, the contribution to the nation was nothing but meagre. The first study conducted on the ‘Exploitation of Renewable Energy Sources’ was carried out very recently in June 2005 (by Mott MacDonald of UK), but how much scientific this study was leaves room for discussion. The problem is the lack of monitoring data. In their recommendations, Mott MacDonald had stated that large onshore wind development is the most cost-effective technology, with offshore wind being the second best technology option in terms of costs. The PV resource potential in Malta is enormous, but the cost implications of supporting PV are likely to be very high. Mott MacDonald report suggest that Malta meeting 4.5% of electricity demand in 2010 by wind and PV is not feasible.

Malta still lacks a National Energy Policy; with the first draft document inviting proposals from a public consultation exercise carried out in 2006. The document remains as is, i.e. in draft form and lacking definite targets, action plans and funding or budgetary provisions and allocations.

The present administration, contrary to what had been agreed with the EU Commission in the EU Acquis, had purposely delayed the privatization of the fuel and energy markets in Malta and this remains as is, i.e. a State monopoly, even after 4 years into EU membership. As a result investor confidence in Malta has been jeopardised, with much detriment to consumers, industries and the services sector.

Therefore the first action that a prospective Labour government would take, would be to carry out the necessary reforms and engage foreign consultants with the necessary experience, so as to ensure that any capital investments made in relation to energy generation, energy efficiency and renewable energy sources would be sustainable in the long-term. 
The investments that have been afforded by the national authorities during the last two decades in RES had been meagre; surely nothing to boast about. Though that renewable sources of energy had been mentioned here and there when it came to policy formulation; a proper action-plan, setting distinct targets, proposing phases of introduction and how these will ultimately be funded is practically and formally inexistent. Renewable and alternative sources of energy in Malta has remained but a stillborn; even following Malta’s accession to becoming a full Member of the European Union three years ago, and notwithstanding that so much funding opportunities had been available both, under the Structural and Cohesion policies of the Commission. Opportunities that have been wasted. The present administration had lost and missed out on millions and millions of euros that would have otherwise seen to the necessary investment, and which would have saved thousands of jobs, as lay-offs and closing down of many a local enterprise,  due to lack of competitiveness of our national product  or generated service. To add insult to injury, second National Allocation Plan. This continues to add the pressures of local authorities to go for RES.

This is why a new administrative reform is needed for only such would see to the overhaul of the current perspectives, policies and practices in respect of renewable and alternative sources of energy.  It is simply unacceptable and unrealistic for the present government to set its targets to a merely 1.5% share of its energy mix by the year 2010, and this certainly falls short not only as relates to its pending obligations under respective EU policy and regulation, e.g. European Renewable Energy Council (2004) Renewable Energy Target for Europe, referring to the 20% by 2020 and Directive 2001/77/EC, il-requiring that 21% of the electricity consumption and no less than 12% of the total energy consumed derive from RES by 2010 i.e. in 2 years time or less. 

There is yet another salient point that is invariably linked to the attraction of foreign investments to our shores and this relates to our credibility as a nation. Present government’s laissez faire in respect of devising a long-term  national energy plan, which practically is still inexistent, has been partly the cause why foreign investment has been falling to record lows and why existing firms, employing a substantial number of family earners, are threatening to migrate to other countries, where the production costs are relatively cheaper. There is an inextricable link between energy policy and social and economic policies; and this is why a new Labour Government will be investing a lot in the sector of renewables in the near future.

When one looks at present government’s policy en masse, i.e. even in relation to other obligations that stem on us vis-à-vis climate change, again the question of credibility is highlighted. The present Maltese administrators had been highly active in the promulgation of awareness on the impairment of climate, even since the 1992 Rio de Janeiro Conference on Sustainable Development and Agenda 21. But other than words and promises, one finds nothing. Even mega projects carried out over the last decade or so, never really took into consideration the impacts on energy consumption, or the introduction of RES; and considering that on paper, most public utility projects, including those funded by the EU, should have seen to at least a modest investment in alternative and renewable sources of energy or at least some form of energy efficiency assessment should have been afforded. In time, this has led to consumption of petroleum products and fuels rising by more than 40% in just over a few years.
Have any other related studies been procured? Certainly the national authorities have been accessing GEF, UNDP and EU funding to fund studies relating to the strategy that Malta needs to adopt to reduce greenhouse emissions, to increase energy efficiency in many operations, in particular electricity generation; and the investments required to increase our energy share deriving form alternative and renewable sources of energy. But what happened to the recommendations set out in these studies. Primarily one questions the validity and the scientific methodology of assessments and the studies that so far have been afforded. The quality of the reports is very poor. Moreover, most of the recommendations are generic, i.e. that these do not necessarily provide ample proof and sound basic data that could be used to support any public-private venture, without necessarily having to take a lot of unwarranted risks. 
Information is the foundation of sustainable development and is fundamental to successful planning and decision making. A new Labour Government is therefore committed that once it is given the veto to run the administration of the country, applications and invitations will be issued to foreign investors, within the first year; in order that Malta starts investing in alternative and renewable sources of energy. Labour’s current targets are to reach 30% of energy generated and consumed in 2020 will be coming from these sources. Several incentive programmes have been drawn up, in an attempt to boost the future economy, ensure our competitiveness, as well as create jobs, in line with the provisions of the Lisbon Agenda.
Much of what is happening ventures beyond mere dialogue. In this day and age, barriers to trade and movement of capital have practically vanished. Protectionism has become a tell-tale of the past. As we are on the search for more market openness and instruments to remain competitive in a global market, there is only one way forward, one that is based on technological advancement and green consumerism. Today we need to revise the definition of roles.  It should be a new re-thinking, with governments in particular taking the role of followers rather than being there as mere policy makers and enforcers. The values of simplicity, transparency and co-operation with all other members of the European Communities should displace those solely aimed to increase consumerism, competition and individualism. 
European citizens, should begin to embrace the idea of a new ‘sustainability paradigm’. The absence of a market price for certain impacts, such as an environmental harm, can constitute a barrier to the diffusion of environmentally beneficial technologies. We should therefore emphasize our efforts on consumer education, on the willingness of EU citizens to reflect upon the positive and negative aspects of their actions. Europe’s scope to address environmental and socio-economic issues, depends heavily on developments and investment in alternate and renewable sources of energy.
But the primary focus of a new Labour Government will target the problems currently faced by its industrial base.  Through ad hoc voluntary agreements, several projects will be launched with a view to help industries, in particular Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) to overcome the hurdles of making high-cost energy efficient equipment and in renewable sources of energy. 
The mainstay of this initiative will be rectifying the inexistent link between university researchers and the industrial community. Though some small scale research projects had in time been afforded by the local University, still these were very limited in scope and the toddler never really left the cradle.
In the face of common threats to our economies, partly stemming from the standing energy crisis, I believe that in respect to issues tied to renewable and alternative sources of energy, we cannot but be one.
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